
Applying to study Drama 
in 2027

A quick guide



Do you want to go 
to University OR 
to Drama School?



University Vs Drama School

• Most universities offer a Drama course of some kind. These are VERY 
varied and could allow you the option to specialise in a particular 
area. Drama at university is a mixture of practical and academic work-
it is NOT a training course for actors/designers/directors, but it can 
provide experience in other aspects of theatre such as production 
and marketing as well. 
• STUDENTS NEED TO DO THEIR RESEARCH. MAKE SURE THAT THEY 

ARE APPLYING FOR THE RIGHT COURSE FOR THEM.

• Students can apply for both Drama School and University at the same 
time. It is sensible to keep options open, as Drama Schools are very 
competitive.



Applying to 
university –
see SWCHS 
information

• Students do this through UCAS

• Students can apply to up to 5 different universities

• The deadline for 2027 is 13th January - although we 
have an internal deadline of October half term

• Look carefully at individual courses. They can be 
very different. Your son/daughter need to know that 
the course is what THEY want. They may want more 
composing or more musical analysis. For Drama 
courses, some are more practical than others. Make 
sure that the course suits them.

• Look at what their usual offers are. Don’t apply for 
courses where you are unlikely to meet their 
requirements.

You can always do a degree and then a post-
grad year of training!!



Understand What Drama School Is (and Isn’t)

• Drama school is professional vocational training, not an extension of 
school drama.

• Training is intensive, physical, emotionally demanding and highly 
competitive

• Students are treated as adult professionals-in-training, not children

• Contact hours are long; independent rehearsal is expected evenings and 
weekends

Parents can best support their child by:

• Respecting that the student’s voice, not the parent’s, must lead the 
process

• Avoiding comparison with other applicants

• Accepting that rejection is common and not a judgement of talent or 
worth



Budget Early (The 
Costs Are Real)

• Drama school can be expensive, even with 
tuition loans.

• Parents should prepare for:

• Audition fees (often £45–£75 per audition)

• Travel and accommodation

• Dance shoes, rehearsal clothing, scripts

• Living costs (many courses make part-time 
work difficult)

• Important to know:

• Some schools do not guarantee halls

• Students may not be able to work during 
term due to schedules

• Have honest family conversations early 
about what is affordable.

For UK/Home undergraduate students, 

most recognised drama schools now 

charge the government-capped fee:

£9,535–£9,790 per year 

Most acting courses last 3 years, so:

•Total tuition:

~£28,500–£29,400

These fees are usually covered by a 

tuition fee loan from Student Finance.



How do apply for Drama 
School?



UCAS Conservatoires

• You apply through UCAS Conservatoires 
if the course is run by a conservatoire or 
drama school attached to a 
conservatoire.

• This includes schools such as:

• RADA

• LAMDA

• Guildhall School of Music & Drama

• Royal Central School of Speech and Drama

• Bristol Old Vic Theatre School

• Royal Conservatoire of Scotland

• Royal Welsh College of Music & Drama

• You create a UCAS 
Conservatoires account

• You can apply for up to 6 
courses

• You pay:

• a UCAS application fee

• audition fees (varies by 
school)

• UCAS handles the 
paperwork, but auditions are 
still in person or online



Direct Applications  (apply straight to the school)

• Some drama schools do NOT use 
UCAS at all.

• Examples include:

• Arts Ed

• Italia Conti

• ALRA

• Drama Studio London

• Mountview (some courses UCAS, some direct)

• You apply directly on the 
school’s website

• Separate forms, separate 
deadlines

• Separate audition fees

• You can still audition for 
these alongside UCAS 
schools



Other institutions…

•Are on UCAS but are not considered to be 
Conservatoires
• Eg Rose Bruford
•Royal Central School of Speech and Drama
• Italia Conti – through the University of East 

London



For courses beginning September 2027, most applications 
and auditions will happen in 2026, not 2027.

Typical UK Timeline

Spring–Summer 2026
 Research schools, visit open days, start audition prep seriously

July–September 2026
 UCAS Conservatoires and direct applications open

Autumn 2026 – Early 2027
 First-round auditions, recalls and final rounds

March–May 2027
 Offers and decisions made



2027 Entry via 
UCAS 

Conservatoire

For 2027

Dance, Drama or Musical 
Theatre

13th January 2027



Do your research….

• Your young person should be looking up  lots of different 
courses at lots of different institutions. You will be surprised 
by the number of courses AND the huge variety that is on 
offer.

• Check out the entry requirements. They should not set their 
heart on something that is not achievable. They should talk 
to teachers – ask their advice.

• We as Drama teachers are well placed to see if your young 
person is looking at the right courses. In terms of Drama 
School, look at their alumni- there are about a dozen Drama 
Schools which are renowned and will attract agents and 
casting directors to final shows- so make sure you know what 
schools these are- again your teachers can advise



UCAS Conservatoire
Entry Requirements 
– AUDITION

Unlike university, entry 
requirements are based more on 
your audition than your A Level 

results. Check individual 
requirements of each 

Conservatoire. You will have to pay 
a fee to audition – this can be very 

expensive, though some Drama 
Schools have worked hard to 

reduce costs e.g. LAMDA



Drama auditions

• Can be gruelling! Make 
sure that you know 
what to expect.

• E.G. RADA 

• But each School has a 
different process and 
may ask for different 
speeches

You don't pick them, they pick you!!!
Open days – don’t waste time visiting 

more than one.



References 
for University

For university, this will be done by 
sixth form tutors at school using 
information from your young 
person’s teachers.

 



References for Conservatoire - Drama

• Please check each institution for their individual requirements – they can 
vary enormously

• E.g. LAMDA 

Please note: LAMDA does not require references as part of your application. If 
you are only applying to LAMDA, you can write “reference not required” in the 
UCAS application form text box. This also applies if the other institutions you 
are applying to are happy to consider your application without a reference.



Use the Search for Courses tool

Search for 
courses

This is useful - 
TIPS

And this…
OPEN DAYS



Conservatoires - this is what they say 
about themselves…

• What's different about the conservatoire experience?

• UK conservatoires provide specialist professional training. For over a century, 
Britain's conservatoires have established a model of education which gives 
talented, ambitious musicians, actors and dancers the training, freedom and 
encouragement to fulfil their creative and professional aspirations.



Trust the 
process, 
not the 
myth



What to do now…

• Lots of research. Use the UCAS website. Really work out where you want to go and what 
course you want to study.

• Speak to teachers – find out as much as you can.

• Go to some Open Days – if this is available. This helps you get a feel for the place. This is 
from RNCM….

• BUT REMEMBER DRAMA SCHOOLS CHOOSE YOU, NOT THE OTHER WAY ROUND SO 
PROBABLY IT WOULD BE USEFUL TO DO ONE VISIT TO SEE HOW A COURSE OPERATES…

https://www.rncm.ac.uk/study-here/make-an-application/open-days/ 

• Prepare for your audition. Ideally you will already be doing this now.

• Start to write your personal statement…
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Personal Statement – this is what they say…

• Firstly, leave plenty of time to write it. You’ll have up to 4,000 characters of text to show 
why you’d make a great student – so it might take a few redrafts until you’re happy.

• Course descriptions mention the qualities, skills and experience the 
university/conservatoire would like you to have – take note of these to help you decide 
what to write about.

• Remember it’s the same personal statement for all the courses and conservatoires you 
apply to. They’ll be able to see where else you’ve applied, so explain why you’ve chosen 
those courses.

• Have a look at our personal statement mind map for more ideas,or use our personal 
statement worksheet to write down answers to these questions and more.



What to include….

• What to write about

• Why you are applying – your ambitions and what interests you about the subject, university or 
conservatoires and higher education.

• Your reasons for choosing the courses you have listed. Remember that each conservatoire will be able 
to see the other conservatoires and courses you've applied to.

• What interests you about your chosen study area (playing an instrument, singing, conducting, 
composing or another specialist area).

• Your experience within your chosen specialist area and in any other activity related to the course(s) for 
which you have applied. Masterclasses you have attended. Bands you have been in.

• What makes you suitable – membership of national/international orchestras, choirs or chamber groups 
(such as NYO, National Youth Theatre, Britten Sinfonia Academy) and any other relevant skills and 
achievements gained from education, work or other activities. Masterclasses you have attended. 
Performance experience. Teaching experience.



Use the UCAS/Conservatoire website…

There is lots of useful
 advice

And don’t 
copy it!



Applying to conservatoire/drama school is very 
competitive - few actors get accepted on their first 

round: many audition 2 or 3 times , before getting in 
…so it is really important to…..

Have a Plan B! 
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