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Working and
Studying Abroad

Post-18 opportunities

“h



Has your child
considered any
of the
following?

A term or full year
at a foreign
university

Enrolling in a full-
time university
course abroad

Volunteering
abroad

Language learning
programmes
abroad

Work experience /
internships
abroad
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Studying abroad




Erasmus+ Scheme
(previously the Turing Scheme, previously

Erasmus...)

@@ COUNCIL

P FES S IT:" I.E EIS E fr Learn English Exams Study and work

UK and EU finalise agreement to bring a—— SN )
L + » |
UKinto Erasmus+in 2027 | 4 7,;'

»

Thousands across the UK set to benefit from re-opening of ﬁ
the historic Erasmus+ programme

Discover life-

changing
From: Department for Education, Cabinet Office, British Council, The Rt Hon Nick OppOl’tUﬂities with
Thomas-Symonds MP and The Rt Hon Baroness Smith of Malvern Erasmus+

Published 15 April 2026

Apply for funding to study, train and gain
I international experience across Europe



Study abroad guide : ‘One Stop Shop'

* Melissa Thompson — ex-Year 13 Student
* Applied through Sutton Trust Programme




Melissa THOMSON > Studying Abroad - A One Stop Shop _
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InvestIN — Webinar on studying in the US

Applying to study in the US on Vimeo

THE ULTIMATE WORK EXPERIENCE

Applying to study in
the United States

How it works and how to stand out
in your application



https://vimeo.com/1078234730/2f9e7bee5c?share=copy

Important considerations of studying abroad

Hidden costs of working/studying abroad - travel, accommodation, currency, Visas
International courses and scholarships are very competitive
Visa restrictions may prevent part-time work whilst studying

Foreign university courses may seem cheaper but are not covered by UK Student Loans

Many UK university courses (not only Modern Languages) offer a ‘Year Abroad’ in the
2nd/3rd year - Business, Law, Engineering, English, Politics, Economics, Drama...

Many university courses in non-English speaking countries may require a Language
qualification (e.g. B2/C1 European Framework)



Working abroad / Gap Year




What are the pros and cons?

Pros

An opportunity to have a break from
studying and return refreshed. You can
volunteer, get valuable work experience, and
travel the world.

A productive gap year can be valuable on
your CV.

You could relate the experience and activities
to the subject area you plan to study.

You can earn and save money towards your
higher education costs or future plans.

You will develop maturity if you don't yet feel
ready for higher education or work life. For
some careers, it can be an advantage to be
slightly older and have some life experience.

Cons

Some people find a year out becomes a
distraction from their longer term plans.

An unstructured year out may not add much
value to your future — careful thought and
planning is essential.

It can be harder to return to study or work
after a year-long break.

It can be expensive and you could find
yourself in a worse financial position at the
end.

If you don't get organised, you may end up
spending your gap year just ‘thinking about it’.




SWCHS will still provide a reference

Students should apply as a ‘private’ candidate

G a p Ye a r Please contact school in advance and give reasonable working notice
(usually 2 weeks before a significant deadline). Please note that without

at least 2 weeks notice, we cannot guarantee a reference

Please use the UCAS website for further guidance

Students should use the historic grades tool to check they haven’t ruled
themselves out of courses they might be eligible for or contact the
admissions team at their preferred university




Example programme - Volunteach Peru
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The Teaching
Assistant
Experience:
volunteering

The Teaching
Assistantship
Internship: paid
role




Example programme - British Council

@@ BRITISH Erasmus+ funding for UK students,
@@ COUNCIL A trainees, academic staff and youth
projects

Learn English Take an exam

UK students and staff currently participating in the
Erasmus+ 2014-2020 programme can participate fully
and for the full duration of their placement.

Study and work abroad

Teach abroad as an English Language
Assistant

Teach English in one of 14 destinations. Applications for
2022-23 are now closed.




Important considerations of
working/volunteering abroad

%

Hidden costs - travel, accommodation, currency, Visas
Does the programme have a good reputation? Does it sound too good to be true?
Many volunteer programmes incur participation costs
Visa restrictions may limit the type and length of work

Ethical considerations over volunteer programmes

If considering a ‘gap year’ to work before university study, we strongly recommend
making a UCAS application in Year 13 and then ask to defer a place




BLUE
STAMP

TRAVEL

Blue Stamp Travel: Work Experience Abroad & Language Courses



https://www.bluestamptravel.com/

Next steps : How we can help ﬂ

If your child is interested in working or studying abroad, they should signal this to their new Year 13
form tutor

Your child’s Tutor / Sixth Form collegiate can provide references for work or study courses and read
applications whilst your child is still a student at SWCHS.

Whilst your child is still a student at SWCHS, there is central guidance for applying to popular
foreign universities. Speak to Mr Brown for more information.

We can put your child in touch with SWCHS alumni who have been successful

If applying for foreign universities it is strongly recommended to apply to UK universities as well
via UCAS as insurance

SWCHS run a TEFL course (Teaching English as a Foreign Language) in July for Year 12 and 13
students. This is available to sign up for now on Wisepay.
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