SAFFRON WALDEN COUNTY HIGH SCHOOL
Sixth Form Admissions Policy for External Applicants
Entry September 2027
This admissions policy does not apply to internal students, as they are already on the school roll. All year 11 SWCHS students, who meet course and pathway criteria for their applied courses, will be offered a place at SWCHS Sixth Form. Students who are not on track to achieve the pathway criteria in March of their admissions year, will be offered a place at SWCHS in August subject to their grades, when they have met both pathway and offered course criteria.
1. Aims
Saffron Walden County High School (SWCHS) is an inclusive and comprehensive Sixth Form with high expectations and a strong culture of academic excellence. While many students progress from Year 11, we also welcome external applicants from across the region to enrich our community.
2. Sixth Form Capacity and Published Admission Number (PAN)
· Published Admission Number (PAN) for external applicants: 110
In accordance with the Schools Admissions Code (2021) this PAN represents the minimum number of external applicants the school will admit who meet the academic entry requirements and oversubscription criteria. Internal and external applicants must meet the same academic entry requirements outlined in the prospectus and website. 
3. Academic Entry Requirements
To be admitted into Year 12, applicants must meet the academic requirements published annually in the Sixth Form Prospectus. Students need to meet both the pathway and the subject specific grade requirements. 
Initial offers are made to students on track to achieve the required grades and are conditional.  Places are confirmed following GCSE Results when grades achieved demonstrate that all pathway and subject requirements have been met.  If a student who has not received an offer achieves the pathway and subject grades on result day, we encourage them to get in touch as we may be able to make an offer at that stage. 
4. Admissions Routes
4.2 External Applicants
External applicants will be admitted in line with our Published Admission Number for Year 12. 
6. Application Process and Timeline
· October – Sixth Form Open Evening
· December – Application deadline
· Feb–Mar – Guidance discussions 
· April – Conditional offers issued
· July – Induction activities
· August – Offers confirmed on GCSE Results Day
Late applications are considered from Results Day, subject to course availability and all pathways and minimum subject grade requirements being met. 
7. Course Choices
The school will endeavour to timetable in accordance with the conditional offers being made in March but reserves the right to remove a course if it becomes unviable or cannot be timetabled. An alternative course offer would be communicated in this situation. 
8. Oversubscription Criteria
If maximum class sizes have not been reached, the school will make additional offers beyond the published admission number (PAN). If eligible external applications exceed available places, the following will be applied in order:
1. Pupils with an EHC (Education, Health and Care) Plan that names the school will be admitted under Section 324 of the Education Act 1996. These children will be admitted within the school’s PAN but before any child prioritised under the school’s oversubscription criteria. 

2. Children in the care of a Local Authority (“Looked after children”) and previously looked after children (see note 1)

3. Children  of teaching staff and support staff who have been permanently employed (either full or part time) directly by the school for two or more years at the closing date for applications; or a member of staff who has been recruited to fill a vacant post for which there is a demonstrable shortage. 

4. Students who have applied for subjects where none of the maximum class sizes have been reached. 

5. Priority will then be given to students living closest to the school by straight line distance from their home address*.
We strongly recommend that unsuccessful applicants contact us again on results day. Subject to class size availability, offers will be given where possible. 
9. Out‑of‑Age Cohort Applications
SWCHS expects students to join Year 12 in their age‑appropriate cohort unless students have successfully completed our Level 2 qualification. Out‑of‑year requests will be considered individually based on full evidence and only if maximum class sizes have not been reached. As SWCHS is an 11-19 provider, we cannot accommodate students out of these age ranges. 
10. Mid‑Year Admissions
Mid‑year admissions (after 1 September) are only considered in exceptional circumstances and decisions will be based on:
· Course availability and feasibility
· Timetable feasibility
· Meeting academic entry requirements
11. Offers, Waiting List and Appeals
· Conditional offers will not lead to a place at SWCHS if all stated entry requirements are not met.
· A waiting list is held from results day for applicants meeting entry requirements but not offered a place; the list is ranked strictly by the stated oversubscription criteria above.
· All unsuccessful applicants have the right to appeal to an independent panel.
12. *Home Address and Distance
· The home address must be the child’s permanent residence.
· Distance is measured in a straight line using the Local Authority or school GIS.
· Temporary or false addresses may result in withdrawal of an offer. 

13. Fraudulent Applications
If an offer was made on the basis of a fraudulent or intentionally misleading application, it will be withdrawn.

