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K E Y  Q U E S T I O N :

 W h y  w a s  i t  s o  
c h a l l e n g i n g  t o  

r u l e  T s a r i s t  
R u s s i a  c . 1 8 5 5 ?



W h a t  w a s  a  
T s a r ?

W h a t  w e r e  
t h e  k e y  

f e a t u r e s  o f  
T s a r i s t  

R u s s i a ?   



Discussion - Analyse this cartoon from the 1850s. What 

does it reveal about Tsarist Russia? 



Discussion - Analyse this cartoon from the 1850s. What 

does it reveal about Tsarist Russia? 

A political cartoon produced in the mid 1850s.  

The bundles on the tables depict serfs. 



Coronation of the Emperor Nicholas II in The 

Uspensky Cathedral, 1896

Valentin Serov.

Discussion – Analyse this painting from 1896. What does it 

reveal about Tsarist Russia? 



Coronation of the Emperor Nicholas II in The 

Uspensky Cathedral, 1896

Valentin Serov.

Discussion – Analyse this painting from 1896. What does it 

reveal about Tsarist Russia? 



Discussion - Analyse this painting from 1880. What does it 

reveal about Tsarist Russia? 



Religious Procession in Kursk Province

Artist - 1880-83, Ilya Repin, 

Discussion - Analyse this painting from 1880. What does it 

reveal about Tsarist Russia? 



Painting of Tsar Alexander II announcing 

the emancipation of the serfs in 1861. 



A satirical cartoon from 

Vanity Fair Magazine in 

1869. 



A satirical cartoon 

from Vanity Fair 

Magazine in 1869. 



An illustration of the 

assassination of 

Alexander II by the 

People’s Will.

Alexander II on his 

deathbed in 1881



The monument to 

Alexander II, The 

Liberator Tsar, 

completed in 2005. 

It is on the site of a 

monument of 

Alexander destroyed 

in the early 1920s. 





 
Source 

investigation:

What was 
Tsarist Russia 

like and why 
was it so 

problematic to 
rule?

• 1. Read sources 1-15 carefully. Analyse 

them – what do they state about Tsarist 

Russia? What do they infer? What do 

they reveal? Highlight and annotate.

• 2. After reading each source. Transfer 

your learnings into the analysis table.

• 3. Summer Work Task 1 – use 

the reading to develop your big table. 



S e t  u p  f o r  S u m m e r  T a s k  2 :  
W h a t  w a s s e r f d o m ?

W h y  w a s  i t  a b o l i s h e d  i n  R u s s i a  i n  
1 8 6 1 ?  

[ ‘ T h e  E m a n c i p a t i o n  o f  t h e  
S e r f s ’ ] ?



What was serfdom? 
A system that tied Russian peasants to their landlords. 

The landlord could control the life and work of any peasant who lived on 
their land. 

Serfs were property of their landlords, not citizens of the state. 

Key features of serfdom:

• Required to provide labour on 

the noble’s land 

• Bound to landed estates – could 

not leave

• No access to legal systems 

• No rights as individuals – could 

be sold, traded and forbidden to 

marry.



emancipation
The process of being set free from legal, social, or 
political restrictions.

 
• In 1861, Tsar Alexander II issued the Emancipation Edict. This abolished serfdom and 

made serfs legally free. 

• They could marry whom they liked, travel, vote in local elections and trade. Peasants 
would also have land to go with their freedom. 

• However, as you will find out, emancipation also involved continuing restrictions, burdens 
and limitations. 



Why did Alexander II 
emancipate the serfs? 

• risk of revolt?

• humiliating defeat in the Crimean War 1953-56?

• economic reasons?

• Or, was there a moral case?



Summer Work – Russi a – Due first lesson back in Sept ember

1.  Use t he readi ng pack (R esource A) to add more detai led and 
speci fi c notes to your bi g table.  

2.  Read the artic le Emanci pati on of the Serfs: A  Charter of  
Freedom or and Act of  Betrayal (Resource B) and answer t he 
comprehension questi ons on Resource C in in ful l



Summer Work Task 2

1. Read through Lynch’s 

article on the 

emancipation of the 

serfs. (Resource B)

2. Make a set of detailed 

notes on the article

3. Answer the questions 

(Resource C) to help 

your understanding



Conclusion challenge… what have you learned?

Use what you have learned from your research into the 

context of Tsarist Russia c.1855  to:

(a) Suggest what may be happening in the painting above.

(b) Explain what the painting reveals about Tsarist Russia. 



Barge Haulers on the Volga, 1870, Ilya Repin

(a) How close was your suggestion to the revealed painting? 

(b) Explain what the painting reveals about Tsarist Russia. 

The reveal – how close did you get?







• 1. What is political authority?

a) The influence of wealthy individuals in society.

b) The legitimate power held by individuals or institutions to make and 

enforce laws.

c) The ability to produce and trade goods.



• What is democracy?

a) A system where one person rules with total power and citizens 

have no say.

b) A system where citizens elect representatives and leaders to make 

decisions on their behalf.

c) A religious system where leaders are chosen by divine right.



• 3. What is government?

a) A group of people responsible for making and enforcing laws in a 

country or community.

b) A religious organisation that performs ceremonies.

c) A business that manages trade and commerce.



• 4. What is the economy?

a) The system by which a country manages its money, jobs, trade, and 

production of goods and services.

b) The rules and laws of a religion.

c) The way people vote in elections.



• 5. What is society?

a) A group of people living together in an organised community with 

shared laws, traditions, and values.

b) A religious ceremony held on feast days.

c) A type of government led by a monarch.



• 6. What is culture?

a) The shared beliefs, customs, arts, and social behaviour of a 

particular group or society.

b) A farming technique used in rural areas.

c) A political system based on voting.
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