
Mark Hansard

Deputy Director of 
Sixth Form

mhansard@swchs.net



• What is UCAS?

• How does it work?

• What does the UCAS form consist of?

• What does my child do?

• The Personal Statement – what is it?

• What does the school do?

• How is the school reference and the 
‘reference grade’ concocted?

• What do I do?

• When does the form need to be 
completed by?

• How much does it cost?



• 70% of our students go to 
university 

• Roughly 40% of these go to the 
‘Russell Group’ of Universities

• Typically a dozen gain a place at 
Oxbridge or Medical/Vet 
Med/Dentistry schools

• Last year our most popular 
university was Nottingham Trent 





How 
does it 
work?

Students choose a degree course…

…and up to 5 universities…

…complete an online UCAS form (which is 
sent to all the institutions)…

…which includes a Personal Statement written 
by the students…

…and a Reference written by the school, with 
the students ‘predicted’ grades.



What does the UCAS form consist of?

PERSONAL 
DETAILS

EDUCATION CHOICES PERSONAL 
STATEMENT

SCHOOL 
REFERENCE



What does my child have to do?

• Decide which degree they want to take (easier said than 
done!)

• Subject or place?

• Have they got the grades?

• They do not have to choose 5 courses or institutions

• The courses need to be ‘similar’ - and can be at the same 
institution

• Make a UCAS account - keep the details safe

• Fill it in …



The Personal 
Statement

4000 characters (1 side of A4)

It’s OK to sound like a 17 year old!

It should explain why they  wants to study a subject

It should also demonstrate their ability to think about the subject,  
and so be successful when studying it (ie, it’s not good enough to say 
I ‘like’ it, or ‘Ever since I was a child a had a passion for ..)

Extra curricular is relevant but secondary



What does the school do?

Students become Y13 when 
they return on July 11th

They will be with a new Tutor -
an area specialist, and a 

specialist in UCAS 

The Tutor will guide them 
through the process – all 

students will need to apply 
‘through’ the school

There are university trips to 
Nottingham on Monday 18th

and Tuesday 19th July

UEA are visiting on Wednesday 
20th to give a presentation on 

student finance 

Time is then given to the 
students to spend the last two 
days of this term logging in to 
the UCAS website and starting 

the Personal Details and 
Education sections of the form



The 
reference 
grade and 
the  school 
reference

• Obviously applications are made before 
exam results are known

• The school is asked to submit on the form 
what UCAS call the ‘predicted’ grade

• It is better to think of this grade as a 
‘reference grade’ - it is not necessarily what 
we think your child will get next summer; it 
is a combination of optimism and realism. 
This is  about getting their foot in the door!

• The bulk of the reference that goes on the 
form is written by Y12 subject teachers –
they know your child

• The  Y13 Tutor tops, tails, edits and  adds 
the flourishes!



‘SELECTING’ 
UNIVERSITIES

‘The Russell Group’



‘RECRUTING’  
UNIVERSITIES



What do I do?



When does the form need to be completed by?

...by the end of the summer term ...

… return in September with some choices 
and a first draft ...

… in by October half term to guarantee it being sent by Christmas





£26.50
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