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From the Headteacher

This half term is always one | really enjdyiere are so many events that showcase the talents of our
students including regional and national sports competitions, our annual Dance Show, the Autumn and
the Christmas concert as well as a number of exciting trips and events.

We also celebrated the 10#nniversary of the building of Saffron Hallhere may well be some parents
who remember the old school hall with its terrible acoustic and the hard plastic chairs put out for each
eventc a far cry from the world class space we now enjoy which was built as a result of the largest ever
donation to a state school in this countrgaffron Hall is not just a lovely place for our students to
perform, it also brings a team of people who look for every opportunity for the Saffron Hall public
programme to also bring benefits to the school.

This half term is also a time when we celebrate our commui@yr student leaders worked hard to gain
a large number of donations for the Uttlesford Food Bank and ouF6tm students hosted a lovely
evening for over 100 senior citizens from our towdnd then we end the term with Charities Week, led
by the 6thForm CommitteX you will see a round up of all of the events in this newslett&¥hat a
fantastic way to raise thousands of pounds for the charities chosen by our students!



I would also like to take this opportunity to thank parents for all of your support for SWCHS this term,

including your support for ensuring we have excellent attendance at school.

| hope you all have a lovely holiday!

Polly Lankester, Headteacher

Key Dates

Wed 20th December 2023

Early finish @ 1.15pm - School Closes for holidays

Thur 21st December — Thur
4th January 2024

School Holidays

Fri 5th January 2024

School Closed - Training Day

Mon 8th January 2024

School Opens for the Spring Term — Timetable Week 2

Fri 16th February 2024

School Closes for Half Term

Mon 19th February — Fri
23rd February

Half Term

Mon 26th February 2024

School Opens — Timetable Week 2

Thur 28th Mar 2024

School Closes for holidays (BH 29th March & 1st April)

Tues 2nd April — Fri 12th April 2024

School Holidays

Mon 15th April 2024

School Opens for the Summer Term — Timetable Week 1

Mon 6th May 2024

Bank Holiday — School Closed

Fri 24th May 2024

School Closes for Half Term

Mon 27th May - Fri 31st May 2024

Half Term (BH 27th May)

Mon 3rd June 2024

School Closed — Training Day

Tue 4th June 2024

School Opens — Timetable Week 1

Fri 28th June 2024

SWCHS Summer Fundraising Evening

Wed 24th July 2024

Early Finish @ 1.15pm -
School Closes for the Summer Holidays

SWCHS Heroes and Villains Dance Production 2023

Students from across the school, yeat 3, were involved at the beginning of December in the annual
dance production. The show takes an inclusive approach, allowing students of all ages and abilities to
take part in a range of dances and musical theatre numbers. This year we had a theme of Heroes and
Villains, and we were incredibly proud of the way the students performed a slick, exciting show full of
vibrancy.












Music

This term has been wonderfully fulfilling in terms of curricular and estmaicular music, both in school

and within our local community! October saw our Music Academy students enjoy a talk from Edward
Gardner prior to his concert with the London Philharmonic Orchestra and our Year 9 Music students
taking part in Music residendRoom Full of Teethat Saffron Hall. We were delighted that Music

Academy Student, Claire Middleton, alongside the Chamber Choir, was invited to perform a recital at St
Mary@ Church, which was extremely walkceived and has resulted in further invitations next year. In
November, hot on the heels of our Autumn Concert, which saw many of our newest students perform



outstandingly in their first school concert, a group of SWCHS singers taken from Show Choir, Lower
School Choir and the Chamber Choir were invited to perform at the annual Christmas Lantern Parade
and Light Switclon in towng a wonderfully festive event! Towards the end of November, the school
hosted the annual Music Festivathis is a celebration of young and more experienced performers
playing in various section classeae are very proud that several SWCHS students sceapesbme of

the top prizesWhilst we are not yet very far into December, we have already had numerous music
events this month: Year 7 have enjoyed a musical term and sang their clasdlaknga Matat&from

the Lion King in assembly. Members of our Jazz Band, Music Academy singers, and Chamber Choir all had
opportunities to perform as part of the big celebration weekend for SaffrongHedth birthday. Our jazz
musicians provided quality performances and our Chamber Choir took to the stage to share the final
chorus of Hand@& opea, Rodelinda, with worldenowned singers. The same day, the Show Choir had
also been involved in The Spirit of Christmas annual celebration with the Saffron Walden Choral
Society and our local primary schools. Our Christmas Music Academy recital this year took place in the
Great Hall at Audley End House, which was truly spectacular! Solo performances arsihgangl

delighted the audience members in what felt like a joyous union of school and local community.
Students have just taken their Asso€idtBoard Music exams and we still have more to come with our
Christmas Concert, a visit to Stanley Lodge care home and a lunchtime foyer recital before the end of
term! All this alongside all our usual weekly extraricular activities and curriculum lessons, of course.
We look forward to seeing what wonderful opportunities the new year brings!




Language Trips to the BFI

In November, Year 12 students of French, German and Spanish enjoyed trips to the BFI Southbank Centre
for a languages film study day. Students had morning activities and lectures, with an afternoon screening
of a foreign language film related to their studies. Over three days students conducted themselves
brilliantly, participating in lectures in their target languages in front of many other sixth formers from

across the country a brave thing to do!









£l
















SWCHS PE

Rugby

District RugbyThe Year 7 boys did so well, winning all 4 group matches vs HRS, JFAN, BSC and Avanti
school without conceding a try in all 4 gam&ke boys then went on to beat Hockerill in the semifinal 2

tries to 1 with a last minutes try from Felix Foke final vs Bishops Stortford College was a very tight

game neck and neck, Barnaby Sindell makes a break down the left hand side and offloads to Tommy Last
who scores in the corner. SWCHS win the gafietd won the Year 7 District Rugby Competition.

Players of the tournament were Jon Ridley and Tim Gilbkp try scorer was Charley Holland. Barnaby



Sindell was captain and led by example, a fantastic effort from all! To only concede 1 try in 6 games is
brilliant, well done!

SWCHS Year 7 rugby. SWCHS03Robert Clack 10. Well done to the Ye@ii7 your victory. Year§9Q
and 1@® all lost but all very competitive games. Thanks to Robert Clack.

SWCHS Rugby. Well done to the Year 9 boys with a hard fought victory over their rivals-3FMORD
Charlie H. Top tackler Jago M

Year 10 rugby. SWCHSBity School 12. Well done boys on your convincing win. Outstanding
performances from Sam P and Ollie R

SWCHS Year 10 rugby. Well done boys with your impressive cup victory today v Framlingham College
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Cross Country

District Cross Country. Some great results from the North West Essex Cross Country yesterday. Fred &
John were 2nd & 10th, Clara, Charlotte, Annie & Emma were 2nd, 3rd, 5th-&lb8hould qualify for

Essex Schools

More excellent cross country results from the North West Essex Cross Country. Notable top 10
performances were: Junior BoyAndrew, Henry & Tiernan, Junior girlannabelle & Lucie, Inter boys
Raph, Lucas, Ollie, Rufus & Inter giKeira, Kate, Grace & Phoebe


















Hockey
Awesome work from the senior girls hockey team winning the district hockey tournament and retaining

their title from last year.

Some great hockey from the Year 7 girls hockey v Brentwood. The A team came bacK fdmwi® at
half time to win 21 goals from potm Charlotte & Phoebe. B's had a tough 1st half but managed to keep
the score to 12 in the 2nd. Goal from Grace, potm Tilly.

Superb performance from the U12 Hockey B team at the district tournament today. A clean sheet from
Jasmine and goals from Grace x7, Tilly x2, Rose & Kristen. The te&@lodela game drawing to H&E &
JFAN. District Winners on goal difference. Well done team.



Excellent games for the Year 7 girls hockey against Leventhorpe. The A's were quick to score goals from
the left post. Goals for Nancyx3, Phoebex3, Anniex2, Charlottex2 & Eryn. B's did superbly goals for
Gracex5, Tillyx3, Clarax2 & debutant Thalia MT Potm:Alice

Congratulations to our Year 7&8 girls who won the local area EFL cup. They now go on to represent
Cambridgeshire in the next round. Well done girls.

Congratulations to the Year 8 girls, District Hockey champions for the second year running for both the A
and B team.

Two wins for the Year® against a very competitive St Edmunds College. The girls worked hard and
stayed composed to score some amazing goals. POTM Betsy, Grace and Gemma.

A 51 win for the U14 girls football v Plume in the Essex Cup. A great match under very windy conditions

U16 girls beat Bentwood-B tonight. Hatrick for Sophie. Great teamwork
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