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• 80% of our students go to university

• Roughly 65% of these go to ‘Russell Group’
Universities

• We are supporting 8 applications 
to Oxbridge this year

• Last year our most popular university was 
Nottingham Trent





What does the UCAS form consist of?
1. Personal details

2. Contact and residency details

3. Education

4. Employment

5. Nationality details

6. Supporting information

7. English Language skills

8. Finance and funding

9. Diversity and inclusion

10. Personal statement

11. Reference £27.50



How does it work?
• Students choose up to 5 courses to apply to

• Students can choose similar courses e.g. History 
and History and Politics. However...

• The same UCAS application form goes to all 
universities

• Students can choose more than one course at the 
same institution

• Students may make a 'dual application'



What does my child have to do?

• Start exploring and researching (Unifrog & Teams)

• Making themselves stand out amongst other 
applicants

• Decide which degree they want to take (important!)

• Decide where they would like to study

• Consider their grade profile (Use forecasts as a 
guide)

• Aspirational, solid and insurance options

• Make a UCAS account and fill in sections 1-9 
(progression week in July and the summer holidays)

• Have first draft of a personal statement ready 

for their return in September







The 
Personal 
Statement

4000 characters (1 side of A4)

It should focus on why they want to study the subject

It should also demonstrate their ability to think critically 
about the subject

It should showcase their knowledge beyond the 
curriculum 

Show how they would be a great student of the subject

Extra curricular is relevant but secondary

Students will have a 
personal statement 

workshop and subject 
masterclass in the last 

week of term.



What does SWCHS do to support?

Students migrate into 
their Year 13 forms W/C 

22nd May

The Tutor will guide 
them through the UCAS 

process

University and careers 
exhibition at THFC 23rd 

June

University trips to 
Nottingham and 

Nottingham Trent on 
18th July

ARU are visiting on 20th 
July to give a 

presentation on student 
finance

Time is then given to the 
students to spend the 
last two days of term

starting the UCAS form 
and personal statement.

Tutorials will continue in 
Y13 and applications are 

sent together.



The reference grade and the school 
reference
• Obviously, applications are made before exam results are known

• The school is asked to submit on the form what UCAS call the 
‘predicted’ grade

• It is better to think of this grade as a ‘reference grade’ - it is not 
necessarily what we think your child will get next summer; it is a 
combination of optimism and realism. This is about getting their 
foot in the door!

• The bulk of the reference that goes on the form is written by Y12 
subject teachers – they know your child's strengths the best

• The Y13 Tutor tops, tails, edits and adds the flourishes!



When does the form need to be completed by?

Etc by the end of the summer term.

… return in September with some choices 
and a first draft.

… in by October half-term to guarantee it being sent by Christmas





Final advice

• Start the conversations and discussions

• Explore together, visit universities and compare courses

• Ask the right questions

• Listen to their reasons

• Have an eye on the timeline to support personal statement deadlines etc

• Encourage them to be proactive

• Lots of understanding and reassurance. For some, this process of change is 
really difficult to manouvre

• Encourage them to engage in the support on offer


